
OPEN ACCESS: A Word from the TMA Library 

A New Name for an Old Idea 

You’re a great Tyner parent, so you’re probably already familiar with the word “literacy.” You’ve been 

helping to improve your child’s literacy skills for years by reading with him and helping her select interesting books at 

the library or bookstore. But, did you know that there’s another kind of literacy that is absolutely crucial to your child’s 

academic success. Information literacy is a new term that describes an old idea:  the ability to find and use 

information. Information literacy means: 

• Knowing when more information is needed to make a decision 
• Using different tools to access information 
• Being a critical thinker  
 

Children who are information literate are more successful in class and on standardized tests. More importantly, 

being information literate makes you more valuable to an organization like a classroom community, club or employer, 

because it means you can work through many kinds of problems using research skills. Key information literacy skills 

for children and adults are: 

• Seeing a need for more information 
• Figuring out where to go to find information  
• Selecting reliable, useful data  
• Distinguishing between fact and opinion 
• Organizing new information  
• Combining prior knowledge with new information to create new understanding 

 
 Here, in the TMA Library, I work with teachers to incorporate research techniques as a part of every subject, 

coach students to use only those websites that meet certain standards of reliability, and maintain a worthwhile 

collection of non-fiction texts to support student learning. 

 At home, parents can support information literacy by being information role models.  By showing that you 

are interested in learning new things and using a variety of media, like newspapers, magazines, internet searches, 

news radio and books, you are demonstrating for your child the ways that adults gather and use information. Another 

way to encourage children to use these skills is by involving them in making household decisions. You could ask your 

child to help you plan a menu or make a grocery list, to create a schedule for a busy weekend or family reunion, or 

include them in the conversation the next time you have to make a decision about a household purchase. You might 

be buying something big, like a car or television, that requires a lot of research and comparison shopping, or you 

might just be deciding what kind of cereal to buy; either way, your child will learn valuable life skills from you as you 

share with him the method you use to make decisions about how to spend your money. Finally, if you are planning a 

trip, involve your child in researching costs, destinations and possible activities. 


